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SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Christmas Manger Set 


HIS beautiful Crib will bring the true 
spirit of Christmas into your home. It is 

made of heavy, durable cardboard, printed in 
full color process with glossy finish. When dis- 
played, the Crib is 27 inches wide; height of 
stable and star is 12 in. Set includes 17 pieces, 
packed in colorful box. Price: $1.50 each, 
plus 15¢ for postage. In lots of 6, $1.25 each. 


ORDER FROM: — 4 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Immediate deliveries 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father, 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. : 














<-> Premiums <= 


Ty 
i for November 
For ONE cues 


“Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — 
An excellent collection of short indulgenced 
prayers ‘which you will enjoy using frequently during this wonth for 
the benefit of the poor souls. Or, you may select any other 10¢ booklet 
advertised on the covers of this magazine. OR:— f 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind — A beautiful repre- 
sentation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in sepia. 7x 10inches. OR:— 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed cards with 
encouraging verses, spiritual thoughts and sayings of the saints. Or, 
if preferred, a selection of Christmas pictures in prayer book size with 
prayer on reverse. 





For TWO Subscriptions 


Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, beautifully handstitched, 
and booklet, Sacramentals. OR: — 

Artistic Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His 
Holiness, lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on a red 
backing. 10x13 inches. OR: — 

“Thoughts on Purgatory” — Refiections for every day of the 
month of November, Mass prayers, litany, novena, rosary of the poor 
souls and other suitable prayers for the departed, 224 pages. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 


Ebony Crucifix — A light-weight ebony crucifix with beveled 
edges. 7% inches long; blessed with papal indulgences, indulgences 
for the dying and Way of the Cross. 

Saints Series — Eight devotional booklets on favorite saints — 
St. Joseph, St. Jude and St. Rita, St. Benedict, St. Anthony, St. Anne, 
St. Gertrude and St. Therese. 


For TEN Subscriptions 
Christmas Crib — See description on opposite cover. OR: — 
“My Daily Contemplation” — A precious manual showing how 


to convert each moment of the day into prayer and contemplation. 
325 pages. English or Polish. 











NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years 


for $2.00 are entitled only to a premium offered for ONE 


subscription. Please mention choice. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















The glorious choir of the Apostles F the holy company of the Prophets , 
the whitesrobed army of Martyrs give praise to Thee. All Thy Saints 
and Elect, with one voice do acknowledge Thee, O Blessed Trinity. 


Benedictus Antiphon 
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Blessed. Be God in bis Saints 
FS ; 


HE first day of the month of November has been set apart 
by Holy Church to commemorate all the servants of God 
who have died in the odor of sanctity, and are now enjoying 
the happiness of heaven. Those. whom the Church has 

formally raised to the dignity of her altars, and those whose. lives and 
deeds and very names, perhaps, were known only to God whom they 
served in silence and obscurity, are alike honored in the festival of 
All Saints. It is a day, therefore, which appeals in a particular manner 
to the children of the Faith, since al] have their beloved dead, to whom 
has been given, they trust, a favorable sentence by the Just Judge in 
the awful hour of death. 

The feast of All Saints, though not of Apostolic antiquity, never- 
theless claims long observance in the Church. It was instituted for 
two purposes: first, to honor the hidden servants of God, whose names 
are not known to men, and the multitudes of little ones who died in 
the innocence of their childhood and passed at once to the enjoyment 
of heavenly bliss; and second, to repair the irregularities or omissions 
which have occurred in honoring God’s saints throughout the year. 
Even if it were desirable to set apart each day for the formal venera- 
tion of some great servant of God, there would be thousands who 
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could not possibly be recognized, and therefore in the feast of All 
Saints the Church has provided for these. 

In every Catholic country, All Saints’ Day is a holyday of obliga ~ 
tion. It is preceded by a vigil so that the faithful may the better pre- 
pare to enter into the spirit of joy with which the Church extols the 
virtues of her children who have gone before, and have received from 
Almighty God the reward promised to all who do His will on earth. 

The feast of All Saints is one of the most beautiful and consoling 
of the whole year. It awakens in the heart a tenderness of feeling which 
is the result of our supernatural kinship with the saints, for we are 
joined to them in a fellowship of prayer and faith and love which has 
no counterpart on this earth. This kinship is a vital thing. For us 
the saints are not merely honored figures of the past. Rather, they 
are the living friends of God, living in most intimate union with Him 
in heaven, and at the same time they are our cherished brothers and 
sisters, members of the same family, children of the same Heavenly 
Father. 


The Intercession of the Saints 


Though no one would think of praying to Magellan for help in find- 
ing his way, or to Sir Isaac Newton for help in passing an examina- 
tion in mathematics, Catholics find it the most natural thing in the 
world to ask the Blessed Virgin to help them in the battle against 
temptations of unchastity, or to ask the Little Flower to obtain for 
them the grace to be like her in her ardent love of God; priests pray 
to St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, that they may share his love 
and zeal for souls, and countless are the thousands who have sought 
help and strength at the shrines of Lourdes and St. Anne de Beaupre. 
Whence comes this confidence in the power of the saints’ intercession? 
From our knowledge that it is God’s will that we should ask their inter- 
cession, and that through His goodness He permits the saints to exer- 
cise their love for us by placing their good works and merits in the 
scale by which our own merits are weighed, that through them we 
may lay claim to God’s gifts. Let us explain. 

When we ask something from God, God is moved to hear our 
prayers by the degree of love which He bears towards us, which in 
turn is measured by the state of our soul, its purity, its merits and its 
degree of holiness. The saints whom we invoke add their merits to 
ours so that the balance is more in our favor than when we pray 
alone, and thereby God is disposed to grant more readily the favors 
we seek. The saints ask, therefore, not merely by petitions or prayers, 
but through the merits of their lives on earth. They not only “put 
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in a good word for us,” so to speak, but. give us the benefit of the 
whole weight of their merits. That. is why the Church teaches us to 
invoke the saints. God is infinitely good, but He is also infinitely 
just and wise and never does anything without sufficient reason. There 
must be a justification for His granting graces and favors. The secret 
of the power of Christ’s mediatorship is the weight of His merits. So, 
too, is it that of the saints. Christ’s merits are sufficient to obtain 
every grace and petition. The saints, though not in the same degree 
as Christ, have in a similar way the power of mediatorship. The same 
is true even in this world, when we pray for one another. The more 
holy a person is, the more valuable are his prayers. “The prayer of 
the just man availeth much,” says Holy Scripture. 

When we pray to a saint, God considers not only our worthiness 
of being heard, but, together with it, the worthiness of that saint, so 
that there is a weighing down and an increasing of the worthiness of 
receiving the favors asked of God, and God has greater reason for 
granting them. This is a beautiful thought and should encourage us 
to invoke the saints freely. They love us because they love our Divine 
Savior; they love the King of the kingdom with whom they enjoy 
eternal bliss. They love us for His sake, and therefore their love is 
sincere, deep and true.. And for this reason they most willingly inter- 
cede for us. 

We must meditate upon the saints intelligently, understanding their 
most wonderful state in heaven, their power of intercession with God, 
their friendliness with God, their interest in what concerns ourselves 
and the ease with which they can obtain our petitions. The saints 
have infused knowledge; in God they know everything pertaining to 
created nature which might be of interest to us. They know the secrets 
of all sciences. They know everything pertaining to God’s providence 
which would be of benefit to them and to us. They are still human 
with a human intellect, but they have the light of God’s glory which 
enables them to see God and perfects their human knowledge. They 
do not have all this knowledge constantly in their minds, even as we 
are not conscious of all we know at any given moment. But when the 
infused knowledge is needed, it is there. . 

The saints in heaven are intensely active; they are mentally alert 
all the time. Their activity, however, is a repose in God. They need 
to make no effort; there is no striving; there are no unfulfilled desires; 
there is nothing that they do not possess, for they have all in possessing 
God and God’s enlightenment of their minds. We do not tire them by 
repeated prayers. It costs them no effort to attend to our petitions. 
They listen by a mental act and it does not disturb them or make them 
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confused if three hundred millions of people are imploring their 
iiitercession at the ‘same instant. This ‘is due to the’ magnitude, 
the greatness of God. God is infinite in’ His power, and through 
God, the saints are enabled | to have every desire satisfied. Moreover, 
it'is their desire’ to help us on earth. What confidence then may we 
have i in the intercession of the saints! 


;.. The veneration of the saints, of their relics and images, being 
properly understood and rightly practiced as the Church understands 
and practices it, is most commendable. All our worship begins with 
God and ends with God, and God cannot be jealous of His honor and 
glory when we honor Him through the saints. He has shown count- 
less times that He favors the veneration of the saints by the miracles 
that have been wrought through their intercession. History, both sacred 
and profane, is replete with such miracles wrought by God either to 
punish contempt manifested towards the veneration of the saints, or to 
recompense and promote devotion to them, their relics and images. 


The feast of All Saints is then a feast of hope, of praise, of inter- 
cession and of inspiration. There is perhaps no other feast that 
makes the next life so vivid, for it is the feast of the glorification of 
our own human nature, Some of the saints whom we are honoring 
on this day, and to whom we pray, were our own friends upon earth, 
our own flesh and blood. With some of them we talked and lived 
our daily lives. They were poor, weak human beings like ourselves. 
They were men and women who saved their souls. What they have 
done, we, too, can do. Their lives will be our inspiration. Their 
glory shows us what our real goal is. It draws us away from the pur- 
suit of the things that are not worth while, and bids us set our. hearts 
on the things of eternity. To think of heaven is to steady oneself 
amidst the cares and sorrows of this world. Truly this day is our 
own feastday in anticipation, for we are all called to be saints — 
“This is the will of God, your sanctification!” 


The saints have pointed the way. If we are faithful to the voca- 
tion to which God has called us, faithful until death, we will one day 
take possession of that heavenly dwelling wherein the saints now re- 
joice. What happiness it will be to see and to possess God even as 
they now see and possess and enjoy Him. Let us, then, long for our 
God, let us desire after eternal life, let us love our daily trials and 
cares which are meant but to perfect us and make us fit for the heavenly 
kingdom, that when death shall come to unseal the gate of paradise, 
we may attain the Supreme Good we seek, the supremely beautiful and 
infinitely lovable God! Blessed be God in His saints! 
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NSTINCTIVELY the mind of man 

is turned to the thought of death 
when November comes. All creation 
then wears on its face the signs of 
death. The trees, stripped of their 
leaves, and the foliage, once so luxuri- 
ant in summer’s splendor, now brown 
and unsightly, forbode the fact that 
winter is nigh. Catholic tradition cor- 
responds with the sentiments awakened by dying nature in associating 
this month with the memory of those who have “fallen asleep in the 
Lord,” and in the hearts of the faithful, devotion to the dead holds a 
more than ever prominent place throughout its course. On no day 
are they forgotten. Numerous Masses are offered for the repose of 
the departed. The cemetery becomes a trysting place where many a lov- 
ing colloquy is had with those who were dear to us in life. Few 
graves in God’s Acre are unadorned with the tokens left by loving 
hearts and devoted hands. In the routine of everyday life, many a 
silent prayer is whispered, and many a murmured De Profundis as- 
cends heavenward. 

The Catholic Church honors the dead bodies of her children 
because they have been the temples of the Holy Ghost, the tabernacles 
of Jesus Christ and the instruments used in God’s service, and because 
they are destined to rise again on the day of the General Judgment. 
She prays for the souls of the dead because she believes in the doc- 
trine of the Communion of Saints, namely, that we who are here on 
earth are in communion with the souls in purgatory and with the 
saints and angels in heaven. She teaches us that prayers, good works, 
Masses, indulgences, etc., may be applied by us to the suffering souls 
in general or to certain souls in particular. Any Mass may be offered 
for the souls in purgatory, but the Church has given us for their 
special benefit a series of Masses with appropriate prayers and other 
parts. These Masses include the funeral Mass offered on the day 
of burial, and Masses of Requiem, which are specially designated for 
the third day after the death or the funeral, for the seventh day, the 
thirtieth day (often called the month’s mind Mass), the anniversary 
Mass, and the common or daily Mass. Besides these there are three 
Masses of Requiem with special prayers for All Souls’ Day on Nov- 
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ember 2. These various Masses of Requiem differ from one another 
only in the Collect, Epistle, Gospel, Secret prayer and Postcommunion. 

In the Masses said on All Souls’ Day, one of the most touching 
parts is the Sequence, known as the “Dies Ire,” which was written 
by Thomas de Celano, O.F.M., the biographer of St. Francis of 
Assisi. It is a poem that is both terrible and touching, filling the 
heart with dread of God’s judgments and at the same time melting it 
with pity for the soul which has been brought before His throne to 
hear its last sentence. Wisely portraying in the glowing words of 
the “Dies Ire” the thought of the dreadful judgment, Holy Church 
at the same time reminds us to help those “who are gone before us 
with the sign of faith and sleep the sleep of peace.” Cardinal Newman, 
in his famous poem, “The Dream of Gerontius,” expresses the consol- 
ing truth of the assistance that redounds to the souls in purgatory 
through the merits of the faithful on earth, when he represents the 
Guardian Angel as comforting the soul brought to the particular judg- 
ment with the words: “... Masses on the earth, and prayers in heaven 
shall aid thee at the Throne of the Most High.” 

The sun of life has set for the souls in purgatory. The night has 
come for them when no man can work. (John ix. 4.) What Catholic 
can reflect upon them for a moment or listen to the Church in her 
liturgy for All Souls’ Day and not feel his heart burn to help these 
souls? To us it is a matter of justice as well as charity. Yes, it is 
practical charity to ourselves, as well as to them, for some day we, 
too, may be in purgatory, perhaps sooner than we think. It is then 
that we will appreciate the value of a prayer or a Mass. All Souls’ 
Day is not a sentimental observance. It is not a day of vain regrets, 
of tears and hopeless moaning. The day is one of spiritual commerce, 
of putting aside our own griefs and trials in order to pray for those 
to whom our prayers mean so much. 

How fitting is the commemoration of All Souls immediately after 
that of All Saints! The Church, dear Mother that she is, scarcely . 
waits to finish singing her Magnificat to honor the saints when she 
turns her attention to her suffering children. All Souls’ Day is a sup- 
plement to All Saints. The life of a Catholic is a family affair. All 
the Church’s members in heaven, in purgatory and on earth, are united 
at the same hearth. But the mourning of the Church for the souls in 
purgatory is not that of an inconsolable mother. She knows that the 
chastisement weighing upon them and their waiting in pain for de- 
liverance is the means of cleansing them from the defilements which 
keep them from the sight of God. So her mourning is a mourning 
of hope. In the “Dies Ire” there is placed before us the thought of 
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heaven and the galaxy of saints whose company the souls in purgatory 
will one day join. Their happiness will then be complete. They will 
see God face to face and “They shall neither hunger nor thirst any 
more, neither shall the sun strike them nor any heat. For the Lamb 
who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them, and will guide 
them to the fountains of the waters of life, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes” (Apoc. vii. 16, 17). 

At the present time there is something especially appealing about 
the Commemoration of All Souls. During the past four years many 
new bonds have been made between us and the suffering souls. The 
war and the terrible scourge through which we have just passed has 
brought purgatory nearer to every heart. Thus today this commemo- 
ration is filled more than ever with true Catholic sentiments. Though 
there is not a day on which the Church does not remember the dead, 
All Souls’ Day is the day of the “great commemoration.”. Masses are 
multiplied, indulgences are increased and made easier to gain, and 
Catholics are more urgently encouraged to make use of these means to 
hasten the time of deliverance for those who are still in their bonds. 
Let us, then, each one, joyfully bring whatever sacrifices may be asked 
of us in order to assist these beloved dead. 


Indulgences for the Poor Souls 


The faithful who recite prayers or perform other devout exer- 
cises in supplication for the faithful departed during the month of 
November, may gain: an indulgence of 3 years once each day; a plenary 
indulgence under the usual conditions of confession, Communion, visit 
to a church and prayer for the intentions of the Pope, provided these 
devotions are daily performed for the entire month. 


“*Toties-Quoties” Indulgence 

The faithful, as often as they visit a church or public oratory in 
order to pray for the dead- on the 2d day of November, or if it is im- 
possible to make visits on this day, on the Sunday following, may gain: 
A plenary indulgence applicable only to the souls in purgatory, on 
condition of confession and Communion and the recitation six times dur- 
ing each visit of the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father 
for the intentions of the Pope. These visits may be made from noon 
of All Saints’ Day until midnight of All Souls’ Day. 


The faithful who during the Octave of the Commemoration of All 
Souls visit a cemetery in a spirit of piety and devotion and pray, even 
mentally, for the dead, may gain: A plenary indulgence under the 
usual conditions given above, on each day of the Octave, applicable 
only to the dead. Those who make such a visit on any day of the 
year, may gain an indulgence of 7 years, applicable only to the dead. 
(Preces et Pia Opera,” 543, 544, 546.) 








REMEMBER THE POOR SOULS! 


aa Soe 


are gone, but we love them still. There is no power 

which can restrain human love to the earthly limit of 
the tomb. As we have loved them on earth, we may love them 
in eternity. Cherish the memory of your dead as a strong 
link in the bright chain which binds you to-home and to 
God. You can help your dear departed even now. Have 
their names enrolled in the ASSOCIATION OF PERPETUAL 
ADORATION OF THE Most BLEssep SACRAMENT. 


Special Benefits of Membership in the Association of 
Perpetual Adoration 


1. Members share in the unceasing adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in each of our. chapels of Perpetual 
Adoration (at present four in number). 

2. The holy Sacrifice of the Mass, daily celebrated in each 
of the Adoration Chapels, is offered up by the Sisters for the 
members of the Association. 

3. The members are daily remembered in Holy Commun- 


‘ol HE memory of our dead is deep in every heart. They 


‘ion by the Sisters, about 250 in the Congregation. 


4. Members share in Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament given twice daily in each Adoration Chapel. 


Privileged Membership 

In addition to sharing in the above benefits, those enrolled 
as privileged members likewise have a special share in the 
canonical Hours of the Divine Office, the official prayer of the 
Church daily chanted in each Chapel, and they participate in 
one or more special Masses offered for them daily, as well 
as in the daily Rosary and numerous other good works of the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. The names of 
those enrolled as privileged members ‘are inscribed in the 
“Golden Book,” a beautiful volume always kept near the altar 
of exposition, and they receive a beautiful certificate, litho- 
graphed in delicate colors, suitable for framing. 
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How to Become a Member _ . 

1. The name of the person to be enrolled should be inscribed in 
the register of the Association at the Motherhouse, in Clyde, Missouri. 

2. For simple memberships, an offering of one dollar is made in 
the name of the person enrolled for the maintenance of the Sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration. 

8. For Privileged Memberships an offering of ten dollars is made 
for the maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration. 

Living persons, also, may be enrolled in the Association of Per- 
petual Adoration under the same conditions as the departed. 


All enrollments are perpetual, and need never be renewed, bené- 
fiting through life and as long after death as the soul may be in need 
of assistance. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


o_CoO.Co oC, 


Bear One Another’s Burdens 
ieee 

T IS recorded in the Gospel narrative that when questioned 
regarding the greatest commandment, Our Lord declared 
that the love of God is the first and greatest commandment, 
and He immediately added that the second is like to the 
first, to love one’s neighbor as oneself. St. Paul, in writing to the 
Galatians, exhorts them: “Bear one another’s burdens and so you will 

fulfil the law of Christ” (vi. 2). . 
In spite of the best will, every one of us heaps eelinns upon 
others. And the closer and more intimately people live together, the 
more is one a burden to the other and a trial to his patience. True 





family life can only be such when the individual members beay pa- 


tiently with each other. Every person has his own particular ways 
and traits of character which those with whom he lives and works 
find difficult at times to bear. Man and wife are often as different 
from each other as two plants from different parts of the earth, hs, Iy 
their intercourse with each other, they soon find’ that each has muc 
to bear from the other. The only solution to this problem is for each 
one to patiently bear with the ways of the other and to keep in mind 
his own peculiarities which make him trying at times to the other. 

It is not possible, either, for parents and children to live together 
happily and in peace, if there is no regard for one another. Parents 
often have to practice much patience with the impetuous, thoughtless 
and hasty ways of youth, while the young find it hard to put up with 
the habits, weaknesses and demands of their elders. 








204 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


The same is true also outside of the family circle. Even the most 
virtuous and charitable may be a burden to their fellowmen because of 
differences of opinion and temperament. St. Paul on his missionary 
tours learned to know the countries and the people, and clearly saw 
how people often made life a torture for each other by reason of 
their different characters and dispositions. And so he could offer no 
better counsel than: “Bear one another’s burdens.” 

These burdens (or frictions, as we commonly call them) brought 
about by intercourse with others make the life of many a Christian 
a life of sacrifice, nay, a veritable way of the cross. But it is just 
by these crosses that we are to sanctify ourselves. 

So we should gladly take upon ourselves the daily annoyances 
and disagreeable things which we have to suffer from others. With 
serene patience in all these little trials we can the more truly follow 
the Divine Cross-bearer who took upon Himself the guilt of all mankind. 

But this counsel of St. Paul has also another meaning, — a mean- 
ing which was doubtless uppermost in his mind when exhorting the 
Christians of Galatia. It is that of practicing active charity toward 
others in word and deed. To console one in sorrow with kind words, 
to assist one in need, to. bring an erring one back to the right path, 
to rejoice the heart of a child, or to brighten the declining days of an 
aged person, is a lifting of a burden which oppresses another. 

The world in our days is so full of misery and suffering that it 
will not be hard for our ready devotion and generous love of our 
neighbor to find a*wide field for action. Every act of love, whether 
great or small, merits what our Savior promises us when He says: 
“Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My Name, because 
you are Christ’s, amen I say to you, he shall not lose his reward” 
(Mark ix. 40). Poverty, misery and affliction are to be found wherever 
we turn our eyes. The war and its consequent sufferings have increased 
the needs of many people a thousandfold. Especially is this true in 
the war-stricken countries, where thousands of people are faced by 
actual starvation. Then charity must also be increased to meet the need. 
In these sad times there is ample opportunity for the commandment 
of God to be fulfilled. Need and poverty wherever found should be to 
our conscience a constant reminder that we are all brothers in Christ. 
ON  — — — ————— _ __ _ _ _____—_. 

REQUESTS FOR LITERATURE continue to come from Army 
Chaplains and men in the camps. Due to increased leisure, the need 
for good reading is all the greater to counteract the danger of indulging 


in unwholesome reading or dangerous diversions. By helping us to keep 
them supplied you will perform an excellent work of Catholic Action. 











Consecration of the Perpetual Adoration Church 
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 


Mundelein, Illinois 


Sfeclocle me 


HE month of November brings to our Benedictine Con- 

47 gregation of Perpetual Adoration the fulfilment of a 
; long-cherished desire in the Consecration of the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament at 
Mundelein, Illinois. The solemn ceremony will be 
performed by the Most Reverend Samuel A. Stritch, Archbishop of 
Chicago, on the feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
November 21st. Since many of our dear readers have assisted us in 
erecting and maintaining this Adoration Church, and in finally clearing 
it of indebtedness* so that it may now be consecrated, we know you 
will rejoice with us in the attainment of this desired goal. Henceforth 





*This applies only to the church, as the convent is not yet free 
from debt. 
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this beautiful Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, whielr : Pvvacted 
as a memorial of the 28th International Eucharistic Congtess held in 
Chicago in June, 1926, will fulfil in an even more exalted smanner 
than before its sublime mission of sheltering permanently the God of 
Love near the place where He was so singularly honored on the day 
of the closing of the Congress. 


The ceremony of the consecration of a church is among the most 
beautiful and solemn in the Catholic liturgy. It is at the same time 
venerable for its antiquity and for its profound significance. The 
sublime prayers of the ritual of consecration, as well as those of the 
Mass assigned for this occasion, deeply impress the dignity to which 
a church is exalted when it is consecrated, and the appropriateness of 
the titles “House of God,” “Gate of Heaven,” and “Court of God” which 
the sacred liturgy applies to a consecrated church. One is impressed by 
them, too, with a realization that the solemn rite of consecration renders 
a church the more pleasing in the sight of God, and miakes Him more 
propitious to the prayers and sacrifices therein offered and more lavish 
in granting His favors and blessings therein petitioned. 

Of the many beautiful prayers of the ritual which implore God 
to be singularly propitious to those wh@ call upon His Name in the 
consecrated church; we single out two-in particular which are re- 
markable for their sublimity and for their expressive phrasing of this 
petition. The first is the prayer prayed by the consecrating bishop 
when blessing the entrance of the church: 





May Thine invincible Cross be set on this threshold, and 
both doorposts be marked with the sign of Thy grace; and of 
the greatness of Thy mercy may they who visit this house 
find peace with plenty, sobriety, and moderation, an overflow- 
ing store and compassion. May all disturbances and mishap 
be driven away. May death, plague, disease, illness, and the 
onslaughts of wicked spirits ever be warded off by Thy 
visitation, that the blessing of Thy presence in this place may 
spread to its uttermost boundaries, and pervade its porches 
on every side; may all its corners and inmost parts be laved 
by this cleansing stream,.so that gladsome peace, gracious 
hospitality,, a plenteous store, religious reverence, and the 
abundance of the means of salvation may never fail in this 
place. And when we call upon Thy holy Name, do Thou 
send déwn the fulness of every good gift, and put evil temp- 
tations to flight; may we be found worthy to have with us 
the angel of peace, chastity, charity and truth,-who may ever 
guard, shield and defend us from all evils. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; Thy Son, who lives and reigns with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, God world without end. Amen. 








Altar of Exposition, Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
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The second sublime prayer is a preface chanted in the course of 
the ceremonies: — 


It is truly meet and just, right and profitable, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 
holy Lord, Father almighty. Eternal God, do Thou give 
heed to our prayers, be with us in this mystic function, be 
Thou present to the pious labors of Thy servants, and to us 
who implore Thy mercy. May Thy Holy Spirit, in the over- 
flowing fulness of His sevenfold grace, come down on this 
church which we, though unworthy, calling on Thy holy 
Name, do now consecrate, in honor of the holy Cross on which 
Thy co-eternal Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, deigned to suffer 
for the redemption of the world, in memory of Thy holy 
servant N., that, whenever Thy holy Name shall be called 
upon in this house of Thine, Thou, loving Lord, mayest hear 
the prayers of them that call upon Thee. O blessed and holy 
Trinity, who purifiest, cleansest, and beautifiest all things; 
O blessed majesty of God, filling all, containing and ordering 
all things; O blessed and holy hand of God, that hallowest 
all things, blessest all things, fillest all things with plenty; 
O God Most Holy, with lowly entreaty we beseech Thy mercy 
that, through our unworthy ministry, it may please Thee to 
purify 4, bless +, and consecrate + this church of Thine, 
in honor of the holy and all-conquering Cross, and in memory 
of Thy holy servant N., by the unceasing outpouring of Thy 
hallowing virtue. May Thy priests offer to Thee in this place 
the sacrifice of praise, and Thy faithful people here pay their 
vows. May the burden of sin be here cast off, and fallen be- 
lievers be restored. We beseech Thee, O Lord, that in this 
house of Thine, by the grace of the Holy Ghost, the sick may 
be healed, the ailing recover strength, the lame be cured, the 
lepers cleansed, the blind regain their sight, the devils be cast 
out. By Thy favor, O Lord, may all the weak be here relieved 
of their afflictions and the bonds of all sinners be loosed, that 
all who shall come into this temple to sue, as is*meet, Thy 
favors, may rejoice at having obtained them, and that, having 
found the mercy they prayed for, they may extol the unfail- 
ing bounty of Thy pitying tenderness. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, who lives and reigns with Thee in the unity 
of the same Holy Ghost, God throughout all ages of ages. 
Amen, 


A “House of Salvation” 


By and through the ceremonies of consecration, a mere building 
becomes a “House of Salvation,” as the Epistle of the Mass implies; 
for through consecration it becomes a veritable “House of God,” 
wherein God dwells in His living Person. Though architects may spend 
much time in designing, builders in constructing and decorators in 
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enhancing the beauty of a structure, it is only God, through His 
designated minister, who can make the building a “House of Salva- 
tion.” After the consecration the church is in a particular way the 
throne of God, the temple of the Holy Ghost, in which the Blessed 
Trinity operates and bestows salvation upon innumerable souls. All 
through the prayers of the Mass we see how this thought pervades the 
mind of the Church. In the Introit a thrill of awe and holy reverence 
penetrates us as we hear the words: “Awe-inspiring is ‘his place: 
It is none other than the House of God and the Gate of Heaven, and it 
shall be called the Court of God.” 

It is immediately after the consecrating of the building and the 
anointing of the altar that the true act of salvation is accomplished, 
when Holy Mass is celebrated, wherein Christ, the Head of the Church, 
the King of the saints and martyrs, who are represented in the relics 
of the altar stone, in union with the people present and the officiating 
minister, offers Himself as a sacrifice of praise and adoration in this 
House of Salvation.. Through this offering, Christ brings down into 
this temple, down upon the altar, the throne of the Trinity, God Him- 
self. From thenceforth that church is the House of Salvation and that 
throne the throne of God Himself. With what confidence, then, may 
we not hope to obtain every grace and blessing from God when our 
petitions ascend to Him from so holy a place! 

The consecration of churches to the service of God dates prob- 
ably from Apostolic times, and is in a sense a continuation of the 
Jewish rite instituted by Solomon. Every church must be at least 
blessed before the holy Sacrifice of the Mass may be regularly cele- 
brated within its walls. Both by consecration and by blessing, a 
church is dedicated to the worship of God, which forbids its use for 


common or profane purposes. Consecration, however, is a much more . 


solemn rite than blessing, and gives the church a more permanent and 
sacred character as a house of Divine worship. This rite is reserved 
to a bishop, who by the solemn anointing with chrism, in the pre- 
scribed form, consecrates the church to God’s service for all time, 
removing it from the malign influence of Satan. The solemn character 
of the consecration of a church is shown by the fact that the conse- 
crator and those requesting the consecration (members of a parish 
or religious community) are obliged to observe the preceding day as 
a day of fast and abstinence. 

The essence of the consecration of a church consists in the anoint- 
ing with chrism of twelve crosses, painted or engraved on the inner 
walls, These crosses are perpetual testimonials of the fact that the 
church has been consecrated. Their number is symbolic of the twelve 
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Apostles who carried the teachings of Christ to all nations. Under 
each cross is affixed a bracket holding a candle. These candles are 
lighted during the ceremony of consecration and also at the annual 
observance of the anniversary of this day. 

Those who, by their gracious assistance, have aided in the erection 
of this Sanctuary of Perpetual Prayer have merited a special share in 
the Holy Masses, Communions and prayers therein offered. No doubt 
this has been for them a continual source of many blessings from 
God, both spiritual and temporal. But after the chapel has been con- 
secrated, they may hope for still greater blessings, for, as mentioned 
above, the prayers and sacrifices offered in a consecrated church have 
a special efficacy. For the Sisters are ever mindful of these kind 
benefactors in their prayers and supplications, and implore God daily 
to shower His graces and blessings upon them. Particularly will these 
kind benefactors be remembered on the day of the church’s consecra- 
tion, which will surely be a day of special blessings from Almighty 
God to all who have helped to prepare this Sanctuary for Him. 

Every year the anniversary of this sacred event will be observed 
as a solemn feast, with an octave, and as the beautiful chants of the 
Office and Mass for the Feast of the Dedication rise heavenward on 
this joyful festival, they will implore ever new streams of grace and 
mercy from the all-bountiful King of heaven who has chosen this 
Sanctuary for His dwelling. In keeping with a special concession which 
the Church allows, the consecrating bishop will, on the day of the 
consecration, assign the 15th of November as the day of the annual 
commemoration (instead of the actual day of consecration, November 
21st), which is the anniversary of the consecration of the Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel at the Motherhouse, in order that uniformity of 
- observance may be preserved in our Congregation. 

Realizing that the privilege of having a consecrated church is rare 
and precious, we are the more deeply grateful to Almighty God who 
has deigned to grant this privilege to us, first here at our Motherhouse, 
Clyde, Missouri, and now also at our daughter house at Mundelein. 
We are deeply grateful, too, to the many kind benefactors who by 
their prayers and sacrifices have helped to make this possible. Among 
these, we know, are many of our dear readers, to whom we offer the 
assurance of our unceasing prayers, that God may bless and recom- 
‘ pense them both in this world and in eternity. 





Spiritual Vitamin for November 
O Jesus, infinite Love, fill my heart with love for Thee! 



































Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 
Pi 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE X1 — The Resurrection of the Body . 


ee 


ROM the’ Tenth Article, which treats of the resurrection of the 
soul from spiritual death (sin), the Creed passes logically to the 
Eleventh Article, which treats of the resurrection of the body 

from physical death and corruption. The doctrine of the resurrection 
of the body is an integral part of Catholic belief, a revealed doctrine, 
and has been unalterably affirmed by the Church from the beginning 
and throughout the centuries. 

By the statement: “I believe in the resurrection of the BODY,” 
the Creed gives definitely to understand that it is only the body, and 
not the soul of man, that rises from the dead; for the soul, being im- 
mortal, can never die (in the sense of passing out of existence) and 
therefore can experience no resurrection. Its immortal life is not inter- 
rupted by its separation from the body at death. It is merely reunited 
to the body at the moment of the resurrection, to continue thencefor- 
ward in union with the body the immortal life which it began to live 
from the moment of its creation and will continue to live throughout 
the endless ages of eternity. 


At the moment of death, the soul leaves the body and appeaits 
before the judgment seat of God, to receive reward or punishment, 
according to its deserts. Its state for all eternity is fixed by the sen- 
tence then passed upon it by the Eternal Judge. The body, however, 
is buried in the earth and returns to dust in the course of time. But 
its subjection to death is only temporary, even though it may lie for 
centuries in the tomb. At the end of the world, when the archangel 
shall sound the last trumpet to summon all mankind to the general 
judgment; the bodiés of ‘all men who walked the earth from the begin- 
ning ‘of tinie till ifs end will rise from the dust to be reunited with 
their ‘souls: ~ 





4 
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Before the resurrection takes place, all men will die, because 
death is the punishment of sin. ‘‘As through one man,’’ says St. Paul, 
“sin entered into the world, and through sin, death, and thus death 
has passed into all men because all have sinned” (Rom. v. 12). And 
the Psalmist says: ‘Who is the man that shall live and not see death?” 
(Ps. lxxxviii. 49.) And why should anyone be exempt from death 
when even Jesus and Mary died, although they had not contracted the 
guilt of Adam’s sin? All men, therefore, will be deprived of life 
before the general resurrection and the last judgment. Those who are 
still alive at the end of time will die amid the awful calamities 
attending the consummation of the world. 

When, on the last day, the sun, the moon and the stars shall 
have ceased to shine, and the elements shall have completed their 
destructive work; when the whole earth is one vast solitude and over 
all reigns the solemn stillness of the grave, the silence will be broken 
by a signal from God for the resurrection of all men. “In a moment,” 
writes St. Paul, “in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall rise incorruptible and 
we shall be changed” (1 Cor. xv. 52). ‘“‘For the Lord Himself, with 
cry of command, with voice of archangel and with trumpet of God 
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise up first’ 
(1 Thess, iv. 16). 

This ‘‘voice of an archangel” will be the summons of the Son of 
God, because the archangel will utter it by His command. And what 
will this summons be? St. Thomas says it will be the words commonly 
ascribed to St. Jerome: “Arise ye dead, and come to judgment!” 
According to common opinion, this archangel will be St. Michael, who 
is called by excellence the archangel, because he is the prince of the 
heavenly hosts, and probably will be appointed at the last judgment 
to assign to the angels the offices which they shall then have to 
discharge. 

If it seems incredible to unbelievers that the bodies of men, long 
since crumbled to dust, dispersed by the four winds and mingled with 
other substances, should again be raised to life, for us there is no 
difficulty in accepting this doctrine because we know that all things 
are possible to the omnipotent God. For Him, the resurrection of the 
bodies of all men who lived from the time of Adam until the end of 
the world, presents no problem. Did He not create them, in the first 
place, out of nothing? And can He not then as easily restore them to 
life? 

Even in the world around us, we find very striking analogies of 
the resurrection. In the change of seasons from winter to spring, the 
bare trees, which stood like skeletons against a leaden sky, are clothed 
again with verdure and, as it were, spring to new life. A particularly 
striking analogy is that of the metamorphosis of the caterpillar from 
an ugly worm into a beautiful butterfly. As a lowly worm it crawls 
upon the ground and feeds upon the plants which lie within its reach. 
Then, obeying a marvelous instinct implanted by God in its tiny being, 
it weaves for itself a cocoon in which it is confined as in a sepulchre, 
apparently a dead and lifeless thing. But lo! after a few months, the 
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sepulchre is burst asunder and in place of the caterpillar there. comes 
forth a beautiful butterfly, a winged creature of the air which now 
seorns the earth and lives on the nectar of fragrant flowers. 

Just how the resurrection of the body will be accomplished is a 
mystery known to God alone. St. Thomas, St. Augustine, St. Gregory 
and St. Alphonsus hold that the remains of our bodies will be col- 
lected by the angels, at God’s command, so that from them our mem- 
bers may be re-formed. The arrangement of the organs and members 
of each body, as also their reunion with the souls, will be effected by 
the operation of God alone. 

In professing the doctrine of the resurrection of the body, we de- 
clare our belief that all men will arise with the SAME BODY which 
they possessed during their life on earth. This truth is clearly expressed 
in the Athanasian Creed: ‘‘At whose command all men must arise 
again with their bodies, and give an account of their own works.” 
It is also set forth in a decree of the 11th Council of Toledo (675), 
which declared: ‘‘We do not believe that we shall rise in an ethereal, 
or any other kind of body, but in the very body in which we now live, 
move and have our being.”” This same doctrine was also defined by 
the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) in these words: ‘All men shall 
rise again with their own bodies which they now bear, to receive ac- 
cording to their works.” 

The resurrection of the body in this same sense was, according to 
the testimony of Sacred. Scripture, held long before Christ, not only 
by the Hebrews but also by other nations. “I know,” declared 
holy Job (an Arabian), “that my Redeemer lives, and in the last day 
I shall rise out of the earth. And I shall be clothed again with my 
skin, and in my flesh I shall see my God’”’ (Job xix. 19-25). The same 
hope animated the Seven Machabees and strengthened them in the 
frightful tortures of martyrdom which they were called upon to endure 
for God’s commandments. When the second of the brothers was about 
to expire under the dreadful tortures inflicted upon him, after wit- 
nessing those of the brother who had preceded him, he said to the 
king: “Thou indeed, O most wicked man, destroyest us out of this 
present life; but the King of the world will raise us up, who die 
for His laws, in the resurrection of eternal life’? (2 Mach. vii. 9). 
When the third brother was brought forward to be tortured, he quickly 
put forth his tongue and courageously stretched out his hands, in 
obedience to the command of his torturers, and said with confidence: 
“These I have from heaven, but for the laws of God I now despise 
them: because I hope to receive them again from Him’’ (ibid. 11). 
The other brothers, in their turn, professed the same faith, and lastly 
their heroic mother also asserted her belief in a future resurrection 
before following her seven sons in their glorious martyrdom, 

Holy Scripture also praises the noble Judas Machabeus for having 
collected alms to have sacrifices offered for the dead, saying: ‘For 
if he had not hoped that they that were slain should rise again, it 
would have seemed superfluous and vain to pray for the dead” (2 
Mach. xii. 44). 

This ancient doctrine of the coming resurrection expressed in these 
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and other books of the Old Testament was repeatedly asserted by Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the most emphatic terms. “The hour is coming,” 
He said, “in which all who are in the tombs shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God. And they who have done good things shall come 
forth unto resurrection of life; but they who have done evil, unto 
resurrection of judgment” (John v. 28, 29). ; 

When Lazarus, His beloved friend, had died, Jesus said to Martha: 
“Thy brother shall rise.’ Martha answered: “I know that he will 
rise at the resurrection, on the last day.” And Jesus said to her, 
“IT am the Resurrection and the Life; he who believes in Me, even if 
he die, shall live; and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never 
die” (John xi. 23-26). The Church has incorporated these beautiful 
words in her liturgy for the Mass for the Dead. 

Our Lord denounced the Sadducees for their disbelief in the 
resurrection, which He attributed to their ignorance of the Scriptures. 
(Matt. xxii. 23-33; Mark xii. 18-27.) 

The Apostles and disciples of Christ also taught this doctrine. 
St. Paul, in particular, made very frequent reference to it in his dis- 
courses and writings. He repeatedly asserted this truth in his epistles, 
and often reminded his Christian converts of their future resurrection, 
to console and strengthen them in the sufferings and persecutions of 
this life. (See Rom. viii. 11; 1 Cor. vi. 14; ibid, xv..12-21; 2 Cor. 
iv. 14; ibid. v. 1; Phil. iii. 21; Thess. iv. 13; 2 Tim. ii, 11; Heb. vi. 2.) 
He preached the resurrection of the dead as one of the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity, and for this reason suffered imprisonment, 
as mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, xxiii. 6; and in his defense 
before King Agrippa and Felix the Governor he publicly reasserted this 
doctrine. (Acts xxiv. 15; xxvi. 8.) 

The Fathers of the early Church left. no room for doubt of their 
belief that the resurrection of the body is a point of Divinely revealed 
truth, and some of them wrote whole treatises to defend the doctrine 
against the attacks of the pagans. While they declared that it could 
be known only by Divine revelation, they showed that it was not im- 
possible, in view of the omnipotence of God, and often drew comparisons 
from nature, such as the seed being placed in the ground, dying and 
springing up to new life. 

During His public life, Our Lord thrice performed the miracle 
of raising a dead person to life, according to the recorded accounts 
in the Gospels. (There may have been other instances which are not 
recorded.) The.three resurrections mentioned in the Gospel were: 
the daughter of Jairus (Matt. ix. 25); the son of the widow of Naim 
(Luke vii. 15); and Lazarus (John xi. 44). By calling back the dead 
to life, Jesus gave proof of His power over death and the grave. But 
He gave the greatest proof of this power in His own resurrection, 
which is the pledge and prototype of the resurrection of all mankind. 
Indeed, St. Paul makes Christ’s resurrection and ours the basis of our 
very salvation, for he says: ‘“‘Now if Christ is preached as risen from 
the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of 
of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither has 
Christ risen; and if Christ has not risen, vain then is our preaching, 
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vain too is your faith. Yes, and we are found false witnesses as to God, 
in that we have borne witness against God that He raised Christ — 
whom He did not raise, if the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not 
rise, neither has Christ risen; and if Christ has not risen, vain is your 
faith, for you are still in your sins. Hence they also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. If with this life only in view we have 
had hope in Christ, we are of all men the most to be pitied. But as 
it is, Christ has risen from the dead, the first fruits of those who haye 
fallen asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also comes 
resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. xv. 12-21). To be continued 








Mexican Martyrs” 


Manuel Campos and His Companions 
4s November 22, 1926 


et 


OMAX is a small village in the state of Zacatecas. Its 

inhabitants are mostly small farmers or day laborers. 

4 When on the ist of August, 1926, the laws of the Calles 

regime went into effect, the most prominent of the citi- 

zens held a secret meeting in which they resolved to 

hinder every sacrilegious act of the government and to defend the 

rights of Christ, even with the sacrifice of their lives, in case the 

churches should be closed or profaned. The enthusiastic spokesman 

was Manuel Campos. But among them was a Judas, — no less a person 

than the one presiding at the meeting! This man was, without any 

of the others suspecting it, an emissary of the government, a Socialist, 
who had feigned conversion. 

On the 22nd of November the revolutionary soldiers came to 
‘ Momax. All the men and youths who could be seized were arrested 
and taken to the cemetery. But because none of them could be accused 
of any wrong-doing, the colonel telephoned to the military commander 
of Zacatecas and asked what to do. He was told to demand that the 
Catholics acknowledge the government and separate from the Church. 
So the Catholics of the village were given the choice between death 
and apostasy. But they firmly refused to become unfaithful to their 
Faith. New threats could not make them waver. 

Thereupon the colonel went inside the walled cemetery where 
Manuel and Rafael Campos and Benjamin Diaz were held captive, 
to try to make them at least apostatize. But all threats, petitions and 
promises were in vain. A few minutes later they fell, pierced by 


*Taken from a small German book of the same title, published in 1930, whose 
author, a priest laboring in Mexico for a number of years prior to his expulsion from 
that country in the first year of the religious persecution under the Carranza regime 
now lives in the United States. The sketches forming the little volume are almost 
exclusively German translations and summaries of reports made by entirely reliable 
eyewitnesses and published in some Catholic magazines or in pamphlet form, in the 
Spanish language, shortly after the events took place. Some additional details were 
received by the author from personal correspondence. 
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bullets. Previously they had been stripped, fearfully mutilated and 
robbed of all their belongings. With their last breath they cried out: 
“Long live Christ the King! Long live the Virgin of Guadalupe!” 

Manuel Campos was not an ordinary Christian, although he was 
just a common citizen. He made frequent visits to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. God did not spare him the cross... But the cross was to him a 
dear friend. ‘Praised be God,” he wrote in a letter, “praised be God 
who gives me to understand that I am His son, and that He does 
nét forget me, for He is a good Cyrenean. He helps me to carry my 
cross. Often He carries it nearly all by Himself because I leave it to 
Him.” At another time he wrote: “You are right, my son, you are 
right. God wants me to be humble; He wants to humble me.” 

Benjamin Diaz was a converted Socialist. So great was his 
contrition and penance that he often made his way to church through 
the streets on his knees, which were bruised and bleeding. And when 
someone expressed sympathy, he replied: “Ah, but I owe God a greater 
debt than others.”” When he was led to execution amidst abuses and 
mistreatments he said with unflinching patience: “I consent to it 
because I know on what grounds I am beaten.” When freedom was 
offered to him just before he was put to death, provided he would 
return to the Socialistic party, he replied: “I promised God I would 
not do it again and I have but one word. Therefore you can do 
what you wish.” 

A few months later, Rafael Campos, a son of the above-mentioned 
Rafael Campos, was brought to Momax as a prisoner and also executed 
for his Faith. A son of Manuel Campos had previously written to 
one of his brothers: “Today prepare yourself for the greatest con- 
solation, the only consolation that is possible — our saintly father 
has become a martyr. Rejoice in the Lord with a holy joy, O my 
brother! Rejoice to be the son of a martyr.” 


Miguel Augustin Pro, S.J., and Companions 
% November 23, 1927 


On the 13th of November, 1927, just sixteen months and thirteen 
days after the penal laws against priests had gone into effect, in con- 
sequence of which the bishops had found themselves obliged to with- 
draw their priests from the churches in order that they might not 
become traitors to God and the Church, General Obregon, at that time 
ex-president, with a few friends, was driving through ‘tthe beautiful 
avenues of Chapultepec park in a luxurious automobile.- Another 
automobile caught up with it. Bombs were thrown from this car 
but failed to accomplish their purpose, the murder of the ex-president. 

The attackers drove away at high speed. General Obregon and 
his companions pursued them and fired their pistols at them; but all 
escaped except the driver. Mortally wounded and blinded, he was 
taken to the hospital as a captive. Before dying he confidentially 
asked one of the police, who pretended to be his brother-in-law and 
who for this purpose had forced the sister of the wounded man to 
accompany him,.to caution Father Pro as well as his brother Umberto 
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and the engineer Luis Segura Vilchis to be on their guard. At least 
this was the story given out by the policeman. But everyone under- 
stood that the wounded man had only done in his last moments what 
many others had done before. They knew that the three men above 
named were a thorn in the eyes of Calles and his associates because of 
their religious activities, and that the latter only awaited a favorable 
opportunity to get them out of the way in a seemingly lawful manner. 

How often had friends warned Father Pro of the danger he was 
in! The wounded man, too, loved the zealous and kind Father Pro. 
And thus the policeman (whom he took to be the husband of his 
sister there present) needed only to direct the conversation to Father 
Pro and the dangers threatening him to draw these warnings from him. 

Till his last breath the driver refused to disclose the names of 
those who were in the automobile with him, and it is remarkable 
that the government did nothing, so to say, to find out who they 
were, though much was rumored about it. Calles and his followers 
were satisfied for the time being, in that they apparently had sufficient 
grounds to imprison the Jesuit and the others mentioned. 

At the time the bombs were thrown in Chapultepec, there hap- 
pened to be in the neighborhood a young workman who was a devout 
Catholic, Jose Tirado. Becoming frightened, he started to run away. 
This placed him under suspicion, and he was overtaken and captured 
on the charge that he too was one of the conspirators. In vain did 
he protest his innocence. He was to have the great happiness of 
obtaining the martyr’s crown with Father Pro and his companions. 

Luis Segura Vilchis, a young engineer employed at the electrical 
company in the capital city, was one of the most active leaders of the 
League for the Defense of Religious Freedom and.the A.C.J.M. — the 
Catholic Youths Association. So innocent was he that in those days 
of excitement it did not even occur to him that he might be taken for 
one of the conspirators against the ex-president. He quietly went 
about his duties until one day he was arrested by the agents of the 
government while at work in the electrical company. He was as- 
tonished when he learned what was taking place. Upon his plea 
he was allowed to change from his working clothes to his Sunday 
garments. He then followed the agents to the office of the Inspector 
General of the Police. Till the end-he asserted his innocence. Cour- 
ageously he went to his death and his last words were: “I am certain 
that I shall be in heaven in a few moments. Viva Cristo Rey!” His 
whole life had been an example for the young. 

Father Miguel Augustin Pro Juarez was a native of Mexico. He 
first beheld the light of day on the 13th of January, 1891, in Con- 
cepcion de Oro, in the state of Zacatecas. In August, 1911, he entered 
the Society of Jesus; he received his scientific and religious training 
in Mexico, North America and Spain, labored in Costa Rica (Central 
America) from 1919 to 1922, then returned to Europe and studied 
theology at Barcelona, social science in Belgium, and was ordained 
to the priesthood at Enghien towards the end of 1924. Soon after- 
wards his superiors sent him back to Mexico, and he succeeded in 
entering his unhappy country unrecognized in July, 1925. 
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It would be impossible in brief to give even a faint idea of his 
extraordinary zeal and of all the good he did, in spite of the fact that 
he had to hide and to disguise himself continually to escape the agents 
of Calles. In his letters and in the beautiful poems he wrote in French 
as well as in Spanish, he often spoke of his desire for martyrdom; he 
wished not only to die for the Faith but to die an ignominious death, 
in order to be more like our Savior whom he loved so ardently. His 
wish was to be fulfilled. 

It is well known that the agents of Calles had been searching 
for Father Pro for six months before the attempt on the life of Obre- 
gon, but always without success. (He himself once helped in the 
search for himself and outwitted them on a number of occasions in 
the drollest manner, as, for instance, when he put a searching policeman 
on guard just outside the door of a house while he said Holy Mass 
and dispensed the sacraments inside.) After the attempted assassina- 
tion, a decree was issued to find him at any price apd to take him 
prisoner with the leaders of the League, that they might be held 
accountable for the attempted murder. An innocent child this time 
revealed the whereabouts of the priest. 

In the early morning of November 17, the agents entered the 
house in which he and his brothers Umberto and Roberto had spent 
the night, and surprised them in their room. Umberto and Roberto 
succeeded in making their confession to their brother before being 
seized. Then the three were taken to the building of the Inspector 
General of the Police, where those are taken who are under the sus- 
picion of a crime, and from whence they were to be turned over im- 
mediately to the court of justice. They were imprisoned in a narrow, 
damp underground apartment for six days without being allowed to 
have intercourse with anyone or even to speak. 

On the 22nd of November a group of newspaper reporters was 
allowed to enter the apartment. To their questioning Father Pro 
answered as follows: “Yes, I am a priest, a Jesuit. I will make no 
explanation... I had no part whatever in the attempted murder, for 
I am a friend of civil order. I am entirely at peace and hope that 
justice will prevail. I firmly deny any participation in this plot.” 
The other three were just as firm in the assertion of their innocence. 
But Calles had determined that they were to die and was so shameless 
as to announce to the whole world that they had acknowledged their 
guilt. And this he did in spite of the fact that the chief of police 
had acknowledged that they could not find any trace of guilt in them. 


Calles acted similarly after the murder of Obregon by Toral on 
July 17, 1928. He examined the young murderer personally, but in 
secret, and in spite of the latter’s taking the full guilt upon himself, 
Calles announced to the world that he had acknowledged that he was 
an instrument of the clergy. 

On the following morning, November 23, the papers of Mexico 
announced that the four prisoners were to be brought to court. But 
at 11 o’clock the city learned that Father Pro, his brother Umberto, 
Luis Segura and Tirado had been executed. Without any hearing 
whatever they had been condemned to death, and this sentence was 
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kept secret until two hours before it was to be carried into effect. A 
Catholic lawyer requested from the judge a petition to General Cruz, 
the inspector of the police, for a reprieve. But the latter had 
already received orders from Calles to shoot Father Pro and his com- 
panions, and when he had asked what formalities to observe so as to 
preserve at least the semblance of legality, the tyrant had answered: 
“T want no formalities, I want deeds.’’ So General Cruz; the chief 
executioner in the service of Calles, feared to grant the reprieve. 

Father Pro forgave his captors, begged and obtained leave to 
pray for a few minutes, extended his arms in the form of a cross, 
and then, pierced by bullets, fell to the ground. His last words. were: 
“Viva Cristo Rey!” Luis Segura followed him, then Umberto and 
finally Jose Tirado. Roberto, thanks to the intercession of a Latin- 
American diplomat, was spared and dismissed the following night. 

The funeral of the martyrs was a triumph, a veritable apotheosis. 
And on the same day the people began to beg their heavenly intercession. 

I shall end this short sketch with the words which the father of 
the Pro brothers spoke to console those who wept when the bodies of 
his sons were brought home: “The priest was an apostle; my son 
Umberto was an angel all his life. They have died for God and are 
enjoying Him in heaven.” 





A’ Humble Intercessor at God’s Throne 
on 


@9 HE town of Veroli, nestled among the picturesque beauties 


of the Italian Apennines, has in recent years become a fa- 

miliar name on account of its connection with the saintly 
spiritual daughter of St. Benedict, Sister Mary Fortunata Viti. God, 
who looks graciously upon the pure and humble of heart, has not 
unfrequently deigned to manifest His pleasure in this humble lay-Sister, 
whose life of charity, constant labor, courageous renunciation of self 
and heroic practice of poverty and the other virtues, was brought to a 
close twenty-three years ago on the 20th of November. Seventy-one 
years of the ninety-six allotted to her were spent in the cloister. 

“Q God, my God, to Thee do I watch at break of day. For Thee 
hath my soul thirsted,” sang holy David in the 62nd Psalm. Even 
before the bell announced the conclusion of the night’s rest, these words 
flowed too from the heart of this loving servant of God. For sleep 
would often desert her eyes, especially in her later years, and even in 
the night her thoughts were occupied with God and prayer. The center 
of Sister Fortunata’s life was the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. Her prayers included the whole Mys- 
tical Body — the Holy Father, bishops, priests, missions, benefactors, 
the living and the dead, those in prison, the sorrowing and afflicted, 
and especially sinners. 
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To ‘the Mother of God, Sister Mary Fortunata ever manifested a 
tender, childlike affection and devotion. Her Saturdays were always 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, in whose honor she kept a fast of 
bread and water. She one day acknowledged that for love of Mary 
she had promised never to refuse any service asked of her, no matter 
what it might cost her. Daily she prayed the fifteen decades of the 
Rosary, and also recited three times the Seven Dolor rosary. If she 
heard of an unrepentant sinner, or of a dying person who refused the 
sacraments, she would hasten to the picture of the Mother of God and 
say: “She can do all things; she can save his soul.” As often as the 
clock struck, she greeted Our Lady with an “Ave Maria,” as she did 
likewise upon seeing a picture of Mary. 

Sister Mary Fortunata had likewise a childlike devotion to St. 
Joseph and to St. Benedict, and was singularly submissive to the will 
of God. In a severe trial, she said simply: “Just as God wills it; 
we wish above all things to adore the Divine Providence.” She had 
an insatiable longing to do the will of God and was never known to 
utter a complaint. Obedience was one of her most beautiful virtues. 

Love of God burned in the soul of Sister Mary Fortunata like a 
perpetual lamp which shed its undimmed light upon all that she did. 
Everything she saw or heard reminded her of God, and she constantly 
urged others to love and praise Him. “Oh, the power and love of God!” 
was one of her favorite expressions. To her, God was always close at 
hand, her best Friend and Protector, her most loving Father. 

The thought of sinners made her sad, and she offered herself as 
an oblation to God for them. Her zeal for the interests of the Church 
was without bounds. For the sick she had a special predilection, and 
it was her delight to comfort, consol. and care for them. Her fraternal 
charity was not confined to convent walls, but extended to all God’s 
creatures. All sufferings, all trials, all visitations, found a sympathetic 
echo in her heart. In keeping with the Benedictine tradition, Sister 
Mary Fortunata did not forget the poor souls, and frequently throughout 
the day would offer the Precious Blood in their behalf. 

Her Sisters in religion attest that Sister Mary Fortunata’s prayers 
had a special efficacy. One day a large poisonous snake was seen in 
the convent garden. Repeated attempts to trap the reptile were futile. 
The Sisters dared not enter the garden. Sister Fortunata, grieved over 
the Sisters being deprived of their outdoor recreation, -prayed and 
pondered, and one mornng arising very early, went into the garden 
and raised her voice in prayer: “Most Holy Trinity, show me the 
snake and destroy it in my presence.” A rustling was heard in the 
bushes, the snake appeared and curled itself up on a stone stairway. 
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Instantly the servant of God exclaimed: “Power and Love of God, 
destroy this serpent.” At these words the ugly reptile tumbled down 
the steps, and lay dead. The Sister approached and touched it with a 
stick to make sure, and then placed it on the terrace so the Sisters 
might be assured that the creature could not harm them. 

If during life Sister Mary Fortunata was indefatigable in doing 
good for others, death has in no way brought about a cessation of 
favors obtained through her intercession. Death indeed has but in- 
creased her power with God. In recent years many favors have been 
reported to us, but lack of space prevents quoting any in this issue. 
One client of this humble religious says, “How wonderful that we have 
a servant of God like Sister Mary Fortunata to pray for us in these 
terrible times.” 

A priest after reading her biography wrote that the thought had 
come to him that Sister Mary Fortunata and Saint Therese of Lisieux 
had received from God missions that complete one another, the latter 
more particularly for the Church in general, and in the doctrine that 
she taught; Sister Mary Fortunata more for religious communities, in 
the imitation of her holy life. He says, “It takes a short time to teach 
a doctrine by words (and action, of course), but it takes a long time 
to teach it by example exclusively.” It is his conviction that the life 
of Sister Mary Fortunata will do untold good to all who read it. 

A young lady says of her biography: “I find it most interesting 
and trust that the reading of it may help me to imitate her virtues.” 
And another writes: “I’ve read the book from cover to cover and 
cannot tell you how much her beautiful life has impressed me. I 
started to pray to her immediately and within a few days received a 
request for which I had been praying for years. She will always be 
an inspiration to me.” 

The beatification cause of Sister Mary Fortunata, introduced by 
a formal decree issued February 5, 1941, by the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites in Rome, had made promising progress prior to the war. The 
sad news of the death of the postulator of the cause was received some 
time ago, and we are at present unaware of the status of her cause. 
The town of Veroli also suffered during the bombing activities in Italy, 
but Sister Mary Fortunata exercised her power with Divine Providence 
in protecting the Sisters of her convent. May her loving intercession 
ever aid those who continue to invoke her. 





one 


NOTE: The Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, may be obtained from 
the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
at 30¢ a copy. Contains 218 pages with 9 illustrations. 
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Little frovers* freague_ 


cele 


EAR Little Lovers, at your baptism each one of you was 
given the name of one of God’s saints, This was done 
because our holy mother the Church wishes every Catho- 

lic child to have a saint’s name. In choosing this name for you, your 
dear parents chose at the same time a special protector for you dur- 
ing your life. This patron saint will help you in all your needs, and 
will be a model for you to follow in trying to live a good and virtuous 
life, so that after your death you may go to heaven where Jesus is wait- 
ing to reward you for all your good deeds. 

The saint whose name you bear belongs to you and you belong 
to, that saint in a very special way. Your patron saint loves you 
very. much, and you ought to love him or her. very much in return. 
The Church honors the saints by special devotions and she wishes 
ug to. do the same, She wants us to honor our patron saints so as to 
win for ourselves their special protection and help. One of the ways 
ig, which we can do this is to celebrate the feastday of our patron 
saints by. showing them special honor on that day, especially by assist- 
ing at Holy Mass. We can also honor our patron saints by often 
praying to them and asking them to help us in our difficulties, and by 
showing respect for their pictures and statues.. 

You know that many churches are dedicated to particular saints. 
Sometimes such a church has pictures on its walls showing the virtues 
and good deeds which its patron saint performed during life. You 
are like a little church, a living temple of the Holy Spirit, dedicated 
to the particular saint whose name you bear. .In the same way as 
churches are decorated with paintings of the deeds of their patron 
saints, you ought to adorn your soul with the virtues and good deeds 
of your dear patron saint. Copying these virtues during your life will 
be the best way of honoring your saint and of giving pleasure to him 
or her. Perhaps you do not know much about the life of your patron 
saint. But you can be sure of one thing: whatever great deeds any 
of the saints performed and whatever virtues they practiced, the love 
of God was aflame in their hearts. If you try to remember this and 
to do all your acts for the love of God, you will be imitating the 
saints as they imitated Jesus, and some day you will be united to 
them in praising God in heaven. On All Saints’ Day, which we keep 
on November 1, Catholics honor every saint in heaven; so on that day 
when you attend Holy Mass, each Little Lover will honor not only 
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his or her own patron saint, but also the patron saints of all the 
other Little Lovers. Won’t that be a happy means of uniting all the 
members of: the Little Lovers’ League to each other on this feastday! 


Joe’s Promise to the Holy Souls 


7G OE BLAKE shook his head with an air of determination. “I’m 
not going tomorrow,” he said, trying to look as though he did 
not care, yet knowing in his heart that he failed in the attempt. 

“Not going!” cried Dick Harper in amazement. “Don’t tell me 
you’re going to stay away from the big Thanksgiving game! You've 
never missed a game yet between St. Andrew’s and Fairview. You 
must be joking.” 

“I’m not joking,” said Joe quietly, “though there’s nothing I’d 
like more than to go with the boys to Fairview, but, well, you see, 
I promised the souls in purgatory that I would go to Mass every 
morning during the month of November.” 

“What's that got to do with the football game?” asked Dick. 

“The train for Fairview leaves at 8 o’clock,’’ explained Joe, “the 
same time that Mass starts. If I went to the game I’d be breaking 
my promise.”’ 

The two friends were on their way home from St. Andrew’s school 
where they were classmates. Dick Harper made no reply to Joe, but 
his face was glum. He had counted on going to the Thanksgiving 
game with his chum, who was just as enthusiastic about football games 
as he. As this was to be the biggest game of the season, which would 
decide the championship, his disappointment was all the keener. Sud- 
denly he exclaimed: “Say, Joe, I’ve got an idea. You could go to 
Mass twice next Sunday. That would make up for missing tomorrow.” 

But Joe shook his head again in the same firm manner. “No, 
Dick, that would still be breaking my promise to attend Mass every 
day during the month of the holy souls.” 

“Oh, come on,” tempted Dick, “you wouldn’t have made the 
promise if you’d thought about the game in the first place.’ 

When the two parted at the corner, Dick was still urging Joe 
to meet him at the railroad station in time for the train to Fairview. 
“You can make it up next Sunday,” he repeated. 

Joe was up bright and early the next morning, dressed and ready 
long before the usual time. In spite of his determination to keep his 
promise, Joe could not help thinking of Dick’s persuasive words: “You 
can make up for it next Sunday.” 

It was a perfect autumn day, clear and crisp with a bright sun 
shining in a cloudless sky. The air seemed to fairly sparkle as the 
boy came down the steps towards the sidewalk. He walked slowly as 
if undecided. He thrust his hand into his pocket. It contained one 
dollar and fifty cents —- enough to buy a ticket for Fairview and to 
pay his admission to the game. Dick, he was sure, could be depended 
upon to lend him the price of a ticket home. Then the five-minute bell 
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for Mass at St. Andrew’s began to ring loudly, calling the faithful to 
the Holy Sacrifice. Joe turned in the direction of the church and un- 
consciously quickened his steps to a lively pace. Suddenly he thought 
of the mornings when he had hurried through blinding snow or heavy 
rain to obey that call. He had gone cheerfully, gladly, to offer up Mass 
for the beloved dead. His intention included all the suffering souls, 
but especially his own grandparents, the thought of whom filled his 
heart with sad and tender memories. How could he ever think of 
failing them for the sake of a mere football game! 

The small church was well filled, many of the worshipers 
coming to offer thanks and gratitude for the favors bestowed during 
the past year. A sense of quiet peace filled Joe’s heart, and when 
he left the church at the end of Mass, all regrets had vanished. 

He was whistling merrily as he rounded the home corner. There 
he saw a sight which froze his lips to silence and almost stopped the 
beating of his heart. A group of children had been playing on the 
street, among them his baby sister, Ellen. Suddenly a big high-powered 
car, driven by a reckless driver, sped down the street, the horn 
blaring loudly. The older children dashed to safety, but his tiny 
sister, unmindful of the danger, was standing helplessly right in the 
path of the oncoming car. Joe heard the children’s screams and an 
anguished cry from his mother who had appeared in the doorway of 
their home and was making futile efforts to reach the child. 

Without a moment’s hesitation the boy dashed with lightning 
speed to the rescue. Stooping down he grasped little Ellen and lunged 
straight across the street, the force of the effort landing them in a 
heap on the opposite side of the way. But they were safe! Though 
badly frightened and shaken up, little Ellen was unharmed. Then 
Joe and the baby were gathered into their mother’s arms, She was 
laughing and crying at the same time, and telling Joe what a brave 
boy he was. But Joe’s one thought was a heartfelt prayer of thank- 
fulness to the holy souls. By keeping his promise he had saved his 
darling baby sister from certain death. ‘ 


Practice: The holy souls are waiting for your acts of patience, 
obedience, kindness, self-denial and prayer to help them into heaven. 
All these things can be turned into merits by which you can give a 
big “‘check’”’ to God to pay the fine they owe on account of their sins 
and thus you will help to open to them the gate of heaven. 


Aspiration: My Jesus, mercy! (300 days’ indulgence each time.) 
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ASSIST THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 
— A booklet treating of the doctrine 
of purgatory, the motives for aiding 
the poor souls, and the means of as- 
sisting them; also provides selected 
prayers in their behalf. 10¢ 


INDULGENCED PRAYERS AND ASPIRATIONS — An ex- 
planation of the great value of ejaculatory prayers, the efficacy 
of indulgences and the manner of gaining them, together with an 
excellent collection of classified prayers and aspirations. Will 
provide an excellent means of helping the poor souls and gaining 
merit for oneself. 10¢ 


THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE — Presents the beautiful and 
consoling doctrine of the Church regarding the sacrament of 
extreme unction, gives the necessary preparations to be made for 
sick calls, and much helpful advice for patient and attendants for 
both Catholic and non-Catholic patients. Also contains the ritual 
for the last anointing and recommendations for the departing 
soul. 10¢ 


ALL YE WHO MOURN — A booklet of consolation for the 
bereaved, with helpful suggestions for assisting the departed, the 
Requiem Mass and — for the Absolution and burial service. 
10¢ 


THE GOODNESS OF OUR SAVIOR TO THOSE WHO TRUST 
HIM — Treats of the loving compassion of God towards those 
who suffer, His mercy for sinners, and the loving benefits He 
desires to bestow upon those who will invoke Him in their needs, 
whether spiritual or temporal. Explains the qualities of prayer 
by which God’s goodness is moved to help us. 10¢ 


MAGNIFICENCE OF THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE 
EFFICACY OF PERFECT CONTRITION — Explains the value 
of acts of love and perfect contrition, the various motives by 
which they may be prompted, and encourages their frequent 
practice. Several pages of prayers. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Lives of the Saints are a Reminder 
that We Can Make Our Lives Sublime. 


St. Gertrude. the Great A short sketch of the holy life and 

a wonderful privileges of the beloved 
saint of the Sacred Heart whose feast occurs on November 
17. Selected prayers composed by the saint. 10¢ 


’N eath St. Michael’ s Shield - . An interesting account of the 
re nee offices of the glorious Arch- 
angel Michael, history of veneration shown to him and 
prayers in his honor. 10¢ 
Go to Joseph — St. Joseph is a most powerful intercessor 
. with God and he never refuses his help 
to those who devoutly implore his assistance. This booklet 
treats especially of his great dignity and the power of his 
intercession with God. 10¢ 


Good St. Anne — A favorite booklet on the holy mother of 


= Our Lady, treating of St. Anne’s dignity, 
her relics, shrines, veneration and miracles. Several pages 
of prayers. 10¢ 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God — Beloved by God and 
Seatbelt men, St. Benedict never 
ceases to inspire those who read his holy life. 10¢ 


Anthony, the Wonderworker — An inspiring booklet on 

————oor the life, labors, miracles 

and holy death of the beloved saint whom every Catholic 
honors. Prayers in his honor. 10¢ 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B, — The heroic life 

eee nee of charity and 
self-sacrifice led by this holy religious of our own times is 
an incentive to all who read it to imitate and invoke her. 
218 pages, with several illustrations. 30¢ 


Boy Heroes Brief sketches of the lives of little Tonio 
Martinez and Andrew de Thaye, which con- 
veys many a lesson to youthful and older readers. 10¢ 


Rambling Roses — Three saintly girls of our own times — 

Retectecs. Anne de Guigney, Bartholomea Capita- 
neo and Maria de Padua — whose lives captivate readers 
of every age. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








